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We Roamed Sonoma County & had our share of good Wine

The  “Days of Wine and Romers” rally, hosted by Duncan & Nancy Holt, Bob & Karenann Evans and Don & 
Nancy Baumgart appears to have been a huge success with 31 coaches in attendance at the San Francisco North/
Petaluma KOA. This included new members, Michael & LaVerne Gates, Dominic & Jessie Oliveira and John & Dottie 
Van Doren.  Petaluma is the gateway to Sonoma County’s wine country and October is one of the prettiest months.   
Plus, the weather did not let us down.  It was beautiful!
           Tuesday was golf day and we had two foursomes playing for the first prize of Wine and balls.  This reporter 
does not remember who won but was advised by Curt Curtis that the course beat up the golfers pretty bad.  I do 
remember that Past President Jim Lewis won the Rubber Chicken award for some extreme golf shots.
       The Bus tour to San Francisco was sold out and was a big hit according to the 28 Romers that made the trip.  It 
was a long day and they did make it back in time for Happy Hour.  About 20 Romers made the trek to Sonoma for a 
back room tour and tasting at Sebastiani Vineyards.  It was an interesting tour with many carved wine barrels, 
information on wine making in the area, and where sulfites in wine come from and tasting the various wines 

available at Sebastiani.  Many Romers also took advantage of the Downtown Petaluma tour (see article in this newsletter). 
       The presentation on Canine Companions for Independence was a big hit with all who attended.  (see article in this 

newsletter for more information on this very worthwhile organization).  
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       After dinner Tuesday night, Don Baumgart led us in a 
dice game of Left – Right – Center and on Wednesday 
night, Jim and Susan led us in playing Card Bingo.  Both 
were lots of fun.
       A special thanks goes out to Lombardi’s Catering for 
the wonderful meals.  I know that no one left hungry.  Also 
thanks to Rob and Larry and the Bar crew for pouring the 
drinks and Curt for taking care of the golf tournament.  
And finally, thanks to all who attended and made this rally 
the success it was.

Duncan & Nancy Holt, Bob & Karenann Evans 

 President’s
Report 

This was a great rally in a fantastic location, but 
then  I am prejudice because this is the area that I 
grew up in. There were lots of options for people 
to do things like every day shopping or touring the 
area and wineries.  
     Darline and I made a few nostalgia trips 
around the area and into San Francisco for 
seafood lunch one day.  Our Thanks to Duncan & 
Nancy Holt for hosting a Pre-Rally dinner party for 
early arrivals. Great dinner & we all enjoyed seeing 
your lovely home. Also, before the rally started we 
had a dinner party for theR early arrivals in the 
unique town of Occidental at the Union Hotel.   
     Many thanks for a great Rally to Duncan & 
Nancy Holt and their rally team.

Knud Bjornestad

Vice President’s 
             Report

We had a great time at the Days of 
Wine and Romers Rally in Petaluma October 3rd thru the
7th.  A big thanks to Bob & Karenann Evans and Don &
Nancy Baumgart for helping Nancy and myself with our first 
rally.

We have 3 rallies scheduled for 2017.  Make sure to see Mark 
the Dates with Rally applications in this newsletter:

First; Jim and Susan Lewis and Rob and Dianne Wilson are 
hosting the Romer Rally at the Indio Western Motor Home 
Association Rally January 8 – 15.  We will again be driving 
the handicap RV’ers to the rally grounds.  You need to fill out 
2 applications, 1 for WMHA and 1 for the Romers.  

Second; Rich and Raylene Beeber, Jim and Nancy Lane and 
Joe and Leah Dingman are hosting the Spring Rally “Red 
Rocks and Apache Drums” in Camp Verde, AZ March 27 – 
31, 2017.  Camp Verde is about 30 miles south of Sedona 
with so many things to do and see in the area you should plan 
to come early and/or stay longer.  

Third; Debbie Smith and Janet Ream are hosting a rally at the 
Durango RV Resort on the Sacramento River in Red Bluff in 
September 25-29, 2017.  More information will be available 
as they finalize their plans.

I know, it seems like 2018 is a long way off but really, it is just 
around the corner.  We really need some folks to step up to 
the plate with ideas about rallies for 2018.  It does make it a 
lot easier to get a campground and catering arranged if you do 
it well in advance.

Lastly, as a lot of you know, Nancy and I bought a new (to us) 
motorhome.  Unfortunately Monaco isn’t making anything 
but a Diplomat at this time so we ended up purchasing a 
2014 Entegra Anthem.  Because of this, I resigned my 
position of VP.  Stephen Hobbs was elected to take over the 
reigns as VP to fill out my term at the business meeting in 
Petaluma.  Nancy and I have enjoyed our time in the Romers 
and met many new friends.   So, if we aren’t able to be official 
members, we plan on attending as many Romer events as 
possible as SOB’s.
Safe Travels,    Duncan Holt

New Ladies  Sized 
Romer Navy Blue Shirt 

$35  To Order  
Contact Nancy 

Baumgart 
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Newly Elected Monaco Romers Officers 
October 2016

President:  Knud Bjornestad
EMail: bjornbear@msn.com    Phone:  623.640.2525

Vice President:  Stephen Hobbs**
EMail: stephen@hobbs-inc.com  Phone:  559.679.8800 

Secretary:  Tom Townsend
E-Mail: tomt@monacoromers.com    Phone: 760.749.5285

Treasurer:  Karenann Evans
EMail: prklevans@yahoo.com  Phone:  858.273.8818

FMCA Director:  Jim Lewis  
EMail:  gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone: 805.688.4730

FMCA Alt. Director:  Larry Johnson
Email: ejohns1020@earthlink.net  Phone 310.375.6079

Past President:  Jim Lewis
EMail: gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone 805.688.4730

Membership:  Rob Crow
EMail: robertcrow80@gmail.com  Phone 928.453.1462

WebMaster:  Tom Townsend
EMail: tom@pacecases.com Phone 760.749.5285

Editor:  Marsha Taylor
EMail: marshataylor903@gmail.com Phone 714.697.0725

Sunshine Lady/Romer Apparel
EMail: nancybaum@sbcglobal.net  Phone310.995.3765
**Duncan Holt Resigned (detailed in VP Report
**Stephen Hobbs was elected Oct. 6, 2016 at Romer 
GeneralBoard Meeting

FMCA UPDATE - FMCA Dues Increase

At the FMCA Convention in August, the Governing Board  approved 
an annual dues increase of $10.00. This is the first dues increase 
since 2010.  In addition to some minor projected increases in 
operational cost, the Governing Board supported shifting the expense 
of FMC Assist from investment income to an Operational Expense. 
FMC Assist, the medical and travel assistance program, will
continue to be included as a part of your annual dues. Other 
organizations charge over $100.00 annually per coach for essentially 
the same coverage. By approving the $10.00 increase at this time, the 
FMCA staff and Executive Board projects that another increase will 
not be forthcoming for several more years.Upcoming FMCA 
Conventions from now on, the FMCA gatherings will all be referred 
to as Conventions instead of Reunions. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Monaco Romer Rallies

January 8-10, 2017 Romer Rally Indio Fairgrounds
January 11-15, 2017 FMCA Rally @ Indio Fairgrounds

Rally Masters: Lewis, Wilson
March 27-31, 2017

Red Rocks & Drums - Camp Verde, AZ 
Rally Masters:  Beeber, Dingman & Lane

October 25-29, 2017
Durango RV Resort - Red Bluff, CA

Debbie Smith & Janet Ream
Tom & Sheryl Costa and David & Bobbie Peterson

Monaco International Rallies
May 7-14, 2017 Branson, Missouri

October 11-15, 2017 Albuquerque, NM

FMCA Rallies
January 11-15, 2017 Western Area FMCA Indio

March 7-10, 2017 FMCA 95th International
Convention in Chandler, AZ

July 11-15, 2017 FMCA 96th International 
Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana

Winter 2018 Perry, GA
Summer 2018 Gillette, WY

Winter 2019 Chandler, AZ or Tucson, AZ
Summer 2019  St. Paul, MN

Winter 2020  Perry, GA
Summer 2020  Redmond, OR 

Note:  Winter Conventions are usually scheduled March or April 
Summer Conventions are usually scheduled July or August.

John & Dottie Van Doren
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

Dominic & Jessie Oliveira
Tulare, CA 

Michael & Laverne Gates
Hanford, CA

The Club has 110 members 
5 new members since April 2016

Michael & LaVerne Gates attended the Rally
 Dominic & Jessie Oliveira attended the Rally

John & Dottie Van Doren are 1st Timers
John & Jeanna Erickson - San Jose, CA

Charles & Lillian Grandstaff - Glendale, Arizona
David & Beverly Miller - Visalia, CA

Rob Crow
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Canine Companions for Independence (CCI)
Pups and puppy trainers from CCI joined us during 
our Petaluma rally for a glimpse into the training and 
placement of a service dog. The cost of raising one 
dog is considerable, and puppy trainer volunteers 
absorb the cost of veterinary visits, food and 
supplies. CCI takes over where the volunteer 
trainers leave off, teaching the dogs essential skills 
that will benefit a special needs client. A record 5000 
assistance dogs have been trained and placed 
through CCI since 1975, all of those provided at no 
cost to the client. To make a donation, visit their 
website at CCI.org and look for the golden donate 
box. Many thanks! 

Petaluma Walking Tour

Petaluma is like a living history book, well preserved 
thanks to the foresight of community leaders. Twelve 
Romers joined our costumed guide from the Petaluma 
Museum for a walking tour of the downtown center. We 
saw boldly painted turn of the century buildings 
fancifully decorated with carved eggs, iron-fronted 
columns, hitching posts and ceramic tile, considered 
quite elegant and rare for the time. It was a fun way 
to spend our last day in the "egg basket of the world" 
Petaluma.

http://cci.org/
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Romers Petaluma Rally Golf

The golf tournament at the Petaluma rally 

took place on Tuesday, October 4th at the Foxtail Golf
Club in Rohnert Park, CA. After a great breakfast, eight 
Romers turned out for a very enjoyable, but tough day of 
golf. We had two teams in competition with three 
individual competitions. Even though the course was long 
and very challenging, the scramble format allowed 
everyone to have a fun day, while still contributing to the 
team event. We instituted a new rule for this rally, letting 
our mature members (those over 80) tee off from the front 
tees.

Although the teams essentially had equal handicaps, Team 
# 2 edged out Team #1 for the victory by three strokes. 
Both teams did well on the front nine, but the back nine 
tested the mettle of both teams. The winning team was 
composed of Curt Curtis, Tom Getzfrid, and Bob & 
Karenann Evans. The runner-up team was composed of Joe 
Dingman, Jim Lewis and Butch & Henny Kersey. Jim Lewis 
was left holding the Rubber Chicken, he and his team know 
why. 

Since we only had two lady golfers, we decide to have two 
closest-to-the–pin holes (# 6 & 15) and one longest drive 
hole (#11) to make it more fair. Nobody even made the 
green on Hole # 6 but Henny Kersey was closest-to-the–pin 
on hole # 15. Tom Getzfrid had the longest drive on hole # 
11.

A great time was had by all. Everyone is looking forward to 
the next competition. We hope you can join us. The 
primary objective is for the participants to have fun, 
regardless of skill level.  Curt Curtis

Sunshine & Showers Report 

In August, Curt Curtis was hospitalized 
twice for a stomach bleed and ulcers 

caused by Aleve which was prescribed by 
his physician for tennis elbow.  It was real touch and go 

for Curt for many days.  He needed several pints of 
blood transfused!  Fortunately, he has fully recovered 

and we were all glad to see him at our rally.

Shirley Crow’s father passed away at 104 years.  Rob & 
Shirley had just arrived at Petaluma on October 1, and 
had to leave for Chowchilla early the next morning to 
take care of arrangements.  We missed you both and 

will see you at the next rally.  

Rumor has it that two of our members who attended 
this rally recently underwent surgeries and have 

recovered fully:  Janet Ream had knee replacement 
surgery and Jim McPheeters had hip replacement 

surgery.  (They didn’t even miss a rally! 
Way to go!)

Final note:  It’s a small world….. Don & I spent a 
few days in San Jose after the rally visiting friends, 

then stopped for a couple nights at the Santa 
Barbara Elks before proceeding home.  We walked 

into the Elks Lodge where Bill & Bonnie McLean 
were having lunch.  Bonnie is walking just fine after 

their terrible motorhome accident and they are 
doing well.  It was great running into them and 

catching up. 
Nancy Baumgart
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Twenty three (23) members participated in a 
very informative discussion covering several 
issues that seem to occur at the worst time.

HEADLIGHTS: Sources to purchase new lenses 
cover were identified along with methods to 
remove the oxidation.

MIRRORS: Some have had the adhesive holding 
them fail.  Retention clips are suggested.

WIPER ARM SPRING RETENTION PIN FAILURE:  
Manufacture say they are not designed to be 
folded out from the windshield more than a 
few inches.

TIRES: TOYO BRAND: This tire got a good 
review and cost about 60% of the Michelin 
tires.

BIG BOY: This device selects which batteries 
(house vs chassis) are going to be charged. 
Ken’s does not work unless plugged in!  
Appears he needs a new one.

Tom Getzfrid 
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Monaco Romers
General Business Meeting Minutes

Days of Wine & Romers
San Francisco North/Petaluma KOA, Petaluma, CA

Thursday, October 6, 2016

President, Knud Bjornestad, called the meeting to order at 9:02 am and stated that the meeting had a 
quorum in attendance.  

Rob Wilson led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States.

President Knud thanked the rally masters; Duncan & Nancy Holt, Bob & Karenann Evans, and Don & 
Nancy Baumgart, for hosting this “Days of Wine & Romers” fun rally.   The membership enthusiastically 
acknowledged the rally masters with applause.  The bar staff headed by Rob Wilson and Larry Johnson 
were also thanked for all their efforts.

Knud welcomed first time new members Michael & LaVerne Gates, Dominic & Jessie Olivera, and John 
& Dottie Van Doren.

Secretary’s Report.
Secretary Pro Tem, Nancy Baumgart, stated that the minutes of the General Meeting held April 4, 2016 

at Pueblo El Mirage RV & Golf Resort, El Mirage, AZ were published in the most recent newsletter.  President 
Knud asked for additions or corrections to the newsletter.  Being none, he called for a motion to accept the 
minutes as published.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed.

Treasurer’s Report.
Karenann Evans read the Treasurer’s Report dated October 1, 2016.  The report stands as read and is 

included with the official minutes in the Secretary’s Log Book and will be published in the Treasurer’s Report 
section of the newsletter in which these minutes are published.

Membership Chairman’s Report.
Marsha Taylor, in Rob Crow’s absence, read the membership report, stating that we now have 110 

current members (two of these members are not in good standing as their FMCA membership is not current). 
See Rob’s report in this newsletter.  Please email any changes to your address, phone or email directly to 
Rob Crow.

Newsletter Editor’s Report.
Marsha Taylor asked that all officers’ reports, the golf report and any pictures to include in the 

newsletter please send by email to her within two weeks.  She requested that all attendees meet right outside 
this meeting for a group picture, which will be published on the Romers website.  

FMCA National Director’s Report.
Please see Jim Lewis’ report in this newsletter. 

Webmaster’s Report.  None

Sunshine & Showers / Romers Apparel Reports.
Please see Nancy Baumgart’s Sunshine & Showers report in this newsletter.
New items available at this rally:  navy Romer hats at $15 each and the new navy ladies shirts at $35 

each.

Old Business.
New Romer hats and new navy ladies shirts available for purchase as approved at the April 2016 board 

meeting.



Please make sure you stop in 
 to check out our the 
ebsite 
monacoromers.com
designed by our talented 
WebMaster - 
Tom Townsend. 

M a r s h a
Ta y l o r
N e w s l e t t e r  
E d i t o r
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New Business.
Tom Getzfrid stated that he would like to present a motion to the membership regarding changing our 

existing Bylaws to include downsizing and lifestyle changes as well as accepting other diesel Class A 
motorhomes other than Monacos.  Tom’s proposal included three options to be voted upon.  Jeff Preach 
seconded the motion.  It was pointed out by Susan Lewis that changes cannot be made to our Bylaws, only to 
our Standing Rules.

Also, on the same subject, Jim Lewis proposed an amendment to our Standing Rules to
add a new category of membership – Associate Member.  The amendment reads as follows:

“Due to lifestyle changes, a member may find it necessary to replace their coach in order to continue the 
RV lifestyle they enjoy.  If they have been members in good standing for a minimum of three years and 
purchase any Class A motorhome, they can become an Associate Member with the right to attend all rallies 
and meetings but may not vote nor hold office.”

After much discussion, Tom Getzfrid and Jeff Preach withdrew their motion and second.  It was 
decided that Knud will form a committee which includes Tom Getzfrid to look into this issue.  This committee 
will present their recommendations to the board at a future meeting.  

Duncan Holt presented his resignation as Vice President due to recently purchasing an Entegra Diesel 
Motorhome.

Rob Wilson, Nominating Committee Chair, nominated Steve Hobbs to take over as Vice President.  A 
motion was made, seconded, and passed.

Upcoming Romer rallies were presented, details of which are found in this newsletter.  Applications for 
the Indio rally (January 8-15, 2017) and The Camp Verde, Arizona rally (March 27-31, 2017) were passed out 
to the membership.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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          FMCA National Directors Report
Governing Board Meeting…August 3, 2016...West Springfield, Massachusetts

A quorum was announced. The Western Area was represented by 24% of our chapters. The workbook used this year 
was 46 pages in length and contained the usual Reports, Amendments, and Proposals that required our votes. The 
pre-registered attendance was announced as being 1,059 with 246 Display Coaches (1,305 total).
National Treasurers Report - Percy Bell, National Treasurer, reported the following regarding FMCA’s finances as of 
May 31, 2016, at the 8th month mark in fiscal year 2016:
1. FMCA is showing a operating profit of $81,539 compared to a budgeted operating
profit of $33,955.
2. Revenues for the period are $4,395,657 compared to a budget of $4,831,323.
3. Expenses are $4,314,118 against a budget of 4,797,368. We are operating under budget in the expense areas by
$483,250 and expenses are under the prior year by $84,256.
4. The balance sheet remains strong with $460,839 of cash in the banks.
5. The investment account is $7,940,200.
6. FMCAssist Medical Evacuation Program is being funded each month from the earnings of the investment account.
In the past eight months we have had to withdraw $410,279 to fund this initiative.
       Membership at June 20, 2016 was reported as being 70,049 members. The rate of loss has decreased, and during 
the first half of 2016, we have experienced a membership increase in five out of the last six months
       The Executive Board in their May meeting voted to enter into a $250,000 working association with RVillage, a 
social network for RVers. FMCA is going to integrate RVillage with the marketing efforts of our research firm 
Membership Corporation of America (MCA), who highly recommended this initiative.
       Voting Issues:
Policy and Procedure Amendments (3 total)
     P & P #1015 Membership Enrollment:  ¥ This amendment was made to streamline marketing language as well as 
mailing costs.  This Proposal Passed
     P & P #2023 Area vice President’s Responsibilities:  ¥ This amendment reverses the 2015 decision regarding 
residency requirements. It states that the Area VP must live in the area he/she is President of.  This Proposal passed.
     P & P #2031Reimbursement of Travel Costs for Individuals Traveling on Official Business: ¥ This amendment was 
made to satisfy audit committee request that all expenses claimed for reimbursements shall be documented with 
original paid receipts.  This Proposal passed.
     Special Committee Reports:
     Special Committee reports were read to the delegates by their Chairman’s.  They were: Commercial Council, 
Membership/Member Services Committee, Risk Management, and Youth Program.
Special Note:
     Of special interest, and will see article in October issue of the FMCA magazine. The Governing Board passed a 
motion to allow the Executive Board to supervise the process of amending the FMCA Articles of Incorporation to be 
revised as broadly as possible, to avoid an overly restricted Constraint on FMCA’s mission (which may evolve over 
time) and activities in serving the needs and expectations of its members. The articles were signed in 1971 and have 
never been revised. A ballot, which will be placed in the October magazine, must be voted on by the Membership and 
returned no later than December 31, 2016.
FMCA has developed a Call Center in the Cincinnati office that will be calling all members prior to their dues coming 
due, this we hope will significantly reduce the numbers of members dropping their membership in FMCA.
The search of the next Executive Director will begin in January 2017.
Board of Directors Items To Be Voted On:
1. To approve the renewal of the FMCA Assist Medical Emergency program.
2. Recommended to bestow the Kenneth T. Scott Pipe Dreamer’s Award to Jean Pryor, L12913
The following are proposed convention sites contingent on successfully negotiations:

 Nominating Committee:
The nominating committee presented their slate of candidates.  The results of the election are:
National Vice President, Eastern Area: Billy Mallory
National Vice President, Great Lakes Area; Les Naylor



MONACO ROMERS 
Riverside County Fair Grounds, Indio, Ca. 

Western Area FMCA Rally 
Rally Dates January 8–15, 2017 

Meet in the holding area at 12 NOON January 8th and we will line up and be taken to our parking 
area. We will have 30 amp power but you need to come in with full water/propane/fuel and empty 

holding tanks. 

We will be going in as a group with most Romers volunteering to drive the handicap golf carts. 
It’s not a requirement to volunteer but it is a great experience and you get to meet a lot of 
Interesting people from all over the country. The ladies love to drive too! This is a different type of 
Romer Rally that we haven’t seen in a while and is more of a caravan/destination, similar to a FMCA 
convention pre-rally. Looking forward to a great time in Indio! 

You must also register for the WMHA RALLY online at FMCA.COM or by mail prior to 
December 15th and sign up for “Coach with Electric” and show Monaco Romers as your home chapter. 

Volunteer Yes__ No__ Name: _______________________________ 

Volunteer Yes__ No__ Name:_________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________State: ___________ Zip Code: __________________

Phone #_____________________ Cell Phone #_______________Email: ______________________ 

Coach Length: _________        No. Slides: ______                  First Romer Rally: Yes ___ No ___ 

Confirmation:        Mail ____          Hold ____                 F.M.C.A. # ____________ 

and if guest, Romer Sponsor Name: _______________ 

 
Rally Fees: 

Food cost per person: 
Number of people ____X   $100.00      $_________ 
Parking /coach -volunteer $ 50.00       $_________ 
Covers Sun & Mon 
Parking/coach non-volunteers   $75.00 _________ 
Covers Sun, Mon, Tues 
Total Amount Submitted $_________ 

 Make checks payable to: 
Jim Lewis 

2700 Quail Valley Rd. 
Solvang, Ca. 93463 

 Application Deadline: 
 December 15, 2016 

Rally Masters: 

Jim & Susan Lewis        Phone 805-688-4730  Cell 805-350-1035      Email gizmo4wine@yahoo.com 
Rob & Dianne Wilson    Phone 310-376-6402  Cell 310-874-3777      Email ranchorob2@aol.com 

Directions: I-10 to Monroe, south 3 miles to Ave 48, left ½ mile to Arabia St, left on Arabia to holding 
area on right. 
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