
 Dave & Marsha Taylor at our High Hill Apple Ranch tour.

Monaco Romers  E - Newsletter

Welcome to Plymouth!
LET THE RALLY BEGIN! 

After a picnic-style dinner provided by WRP BBQ & 
Catering, Susan and Jim Lewis organized a night of 
Playing Card Bingo, with winners Debbie Smith, Rob 
Wilson, Steve Johnson and Debbie Holt taking home the 
cash. On Monday, Travis from “Biggest Little Kitchen 
Store” in Jackson sponsored a product demonstration with 
a game show twist. Contestants were asked to guess the 
selling price of a selection of kitchen items and, if correct, 
they took home ALL the products. We had several happy 
winners: Steve Johnson, Jim McPheters, Larry Johnson, 
Donnis Hobbs, Ellen Johnson and Leah Reynolds. 
 
Later we toured High Hill Ranch Apple Orchard, one of 
many apple farms located around Placerville. We enjoyed 
artisan craft vendors, the beautiful grounds and tastings of 
every kind of apple confection, including apple pie, apple 
fritters, donuts, turnovers, caramel apples, preserves, 
syrups, apple wine, and fresh apples of every variety. 

Between the walking tour and the hay ride, we saw the full 
range of the facility, from their apple peeling machine to 
the orchards and neighboring Christmas tree farm. 

 Our BBQ chicken dinner was followed by Bean Bag 
Baseball under the guidance of Susan and Jim Lewis. In 
a score of 12-5, the Hot Chicks beat the Cool Rusty 
Studs in a rowdy evening in the rec. hall. Nancy Holt was 
named MVP after two home runs and one triple. 
It was great fun!

The best part of the day was a generous slice of apple pie a 
la mode! Rally hosts enjoyed the treat.
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Dale & Judy Edwards,  Jim & Joanne McPheters
Paul & Pat Klempner

 

Indio Rally Preview
January 6-13, 2019

Join us in Indio for our annual gathering 
in combination with the Western Area 

FMCA Rally! Sign up now!
Rally form on Page 11.

http://site.fmca.com/fmca-event-registration



 
Jim McPheters led our Tuesday Tech Talk before our 
tasting and tour at Renwood Winery. Our guide was 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable and everyone enjoyed 
learning about the wines from this region. 

On Wednesday, the golfers took off for Castle Oaks 
Golf Club while the rest of us took the opportunity to 
“kick back” or explore the area.  Many Monaco Romers 
left a few dollars in the Biggest Little Kitchen store that 
day (I know I did), while others explored the shops and 
restaurants in the town of Jackson.  Back at the rec. 
hall, Pat Coleman took the stage with a demonstration 
of our new website, followed by the Membership 
meeting and tri-tip dinner with homemade pumpkin 
pie. What a great way to end the rally.
Thanks to everyone for making this a memorable and 
fun rally.
 
Joanne McPheters & the Plymouth Rally Team

Cheers from Gary, Phyllis Ken & Nancy

Happy 80th Birthday to Rob Wilson! 

Jim McPheters spins and wins in the kitchen 
game.
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It’s always fun with Susan & Jim Lewis.

Cheers from Gary, Phyllis, Ken & Nancy

Jim McPheters spins and wins in the kitchen game.

Happy 80th Birthday to Rob Wilson! 

Rob Wilson was disappointed that no one wanted to go 
to lunch on the way back from the winery. Well Rob, 
there was a reason for that. People had to get ready for a 
Surprise 80th Birthday Bash back at the Holt’s site in the 
campground. Dianne kept the secret and led Rob right 
into the big Happy Birthday cheer from the crowd.

In the absence of the Romer Treasurer 
G’Nell DeLack (we missed you G’Nell and 
Bill), Stephen Hobbs gave the treasurer’s 
report.  Savings Account balance is 
$5052.64, checking balance is $7545.73 for a 
total of $12,598.37.

According to FMCA, motorhome production 
peaked at 71,800 in 2004 and bottomed out at 
13,200 in 2009. 
Currently FMCA has 76,700 members, of which 
2210 are towables.

Winners Donnis 
Hobbs, Debbie Holt 
and Steve Johnson. 
Congratulations!



I think we had a good and productive rally with the 
changes we approved on our standing rules 
regarding the $1500.00 advance for our rally masters, 
which is to be paid back as the receipts come in from 
the rally participants. 

Rally masters, Paul & Pat Klempner along with Dale & 
Judy Edwards and Jim & Joanne McPheters, thanks 
for a great job of putting on the rally in Plymouth. We 
all had a great time. Good field trips and I really 
enjoyed the apple farm tour and hayride. 

I’m looking forward to the FMCA Indio rally in Jan. 
2019. This is a great rally with a lot to do and see. 
We’ll be driving shuttles, which is a blast, seeing all 
the vendors, and spending money on coach gadgets. 
What could be better? Also in Indio we’ll be having 
our own private Romer rally with rally masters Jim 
and Susan Lewis who always do a super 
presentation. Get your FMCA applications in soon! 

I would like to thank Pat Coleman for the outstanding 
job he has done on our new Monaco Romers 
website, also to Marsha Taylor for taking on the 
responsibility of Membership. And what about our 
Vice President? We’ve had great rallies this year and 
all of 2019 is already booked. Great job Duncan.

Stephen Hobbs, President

Many thanks to Paul & Pat Klempner, Dale & Judy 
Edwards and Jim & Joanne McPheters for a great 
Rally in the Sierra Foothills. Everyone had a great time. 
The Apple Hill trip was interesting and the pie was 
great as was the wine tasting. The girls put the boys in 
their place during the baseball game. (Thanks Nancy!) 
There were prizes won on “Wheel of Fortune” with 
“The Best Little Kitchen Store” and Curt got the 
golfers back just in time for the Membership meeting. 
Of course, thanks to Rob Wilson (our new 
octogenarian) and Larry Johnson and crew for 
keeping the happy hours happy!

Now it’s time to think about next year.  We have the 
following outings scheduled for 2019:

January 6-13 is our Indio Rally where we have fun 
driving the courtesy carts.  Again, Susan & Jim Lewis 
are the rally masters with help from Rob & Dianne 
Wilson and Bob & Carolyn Bulot. Susan is looking for 
ideas for a club entry in the Parade. The theme this 
year is “Once Upon a Time”. If you have any Ideas 
contact Susan. Also, Western Area FMCA is looking 
for ideas for a theme for the 2020 Indio Rally parade. 
Winning club will receive $100 and have preferred 
seating for evening entertainment. Put on your 
thinking caps and send ideas to Susan.

May 20-25 we head to the Temecula Valley for our 
rally at the Pala RV Resort. Joann Bush & Bill Beckley 
are the hosts along with Layne & Don Strelic and 
Norma & Don Preston. They have been working very 
hard to put together an outstanding rally. Keep an eye 
out for more information or see the preview on page 4.

September 10-14 it’s north to Pendleton, OR. This 
rally, led by George & Linda McKiernan and Bill & 
G’Nell DeLack, will be at the newly updated Wildhorse 
RV Park. Our rally masters have scheduled time at the 
Pendleton Round-up Rodeo, BBQ’s, golf and other 
interesting and fun times.

I am always looking for volunteer rally masters. Please 
think about it and call me so I can assist you in getting 
started. Hope to see you in January.
Duncan Holt, Vice President

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Monaco Romer 2019 Rallies
Indio, CA

January 6-13, 2019 

Temecula, CA
May 20-25, 2019

Pendleton, OR
Pendleton Round-Up

September 10-14, 2019



Pala Resort here we come! 

The resort is located in the middle of a 
sightseer’s paradise.  Arrive early and join us for 
an optional guided “Grapeline Tour” to 3 
wineries for tastings and an artisan picnic. Fee 
is $120/person. 

During the rally we’ll have a 
docent led tour of Temecula 
Museum and a guided tour of Old 
Town Temecula and the 
Butterfield stage stop. A special 
early dinner hosted by Don & Judi 
Pagano will give us views of the 
entire Temecula Valley that you 
won’t want to miss. 
Join us May 20-24, 2019.

For fun, we’re asking you to bring a picture of 
yourself as a child and we’ll see who is most 

successful in matching the names to the pictures.

FMCA Rallies

Western Area Rally, Indio, CA
Jan 9-13, 2019

(Romer rally is Jan 6-13)

March 13-16, 2019 
FMCA 99th International Convention

Perry, GA

April 11-14
Monaco International Rally

Las Vegas, NV

August 14-17, 2019 
FMCA 100th International Convention

Minot, ND

Gillette, Wyoming 
Convention
Monaco International 
(MI) had a pre-rally 
from 7/11-14 with 
Wilma Jean Alexander, 
President of MI, as 
Wagon Master. The 
rally was excellent. All 
coaches had full 
hookups and did not have to move for the following 
FMCA convention. The food was outstanding and there 
was great entertainment each evening. Also, there were 
interesting seminars, lots of vendors, and RV service 
available.  

Following was the 98th FMCA International Convention 
from 7/18-21 with a full program of vendors, seminars 
and entertainment.  There were 1753 RV’s attending, of 
which 217 were commercial and 497 were first timers. 
Eight Monaco Romer members attended the Gillette 
rallies.

Governing Board Meeting
The governing board was run by president Jon Walker. 
Members were given booklets and a “President’s State of 
the Association report” with the following highlights:
•   FMCA membership peaked in 2004 at 129,000 
members and dropped to its low point at 70,000 members 
in 2016.
•.  FMCA has 76,700 members, 2210 are towables.
•   MH production peaked at 71,800 in 2004 and bottomed 
at 13,200 in 2009.
•   There were 427 FMCA chapters in 2014 and now it is 
down to 355, a problem which must be addressed.
•   The $9.4 million dollar budget was approved with a 
operating contingency of $664,000.
•   FMCA assist is $603,000. 
•   Coaches over 10 years old are OK, as long as they are 
in good running order.

FMCA Benefits
FMCA ASSIST is a valuable benefit included in your 
FMCA membership. Romer members Knud & Darline 
Bjornestad used this benefit earlier this year. Thanks to 
Jim, Susan, Debbie and Janet for helping out during this 
medical emergency.

You must first get to a hospital and then call FMCA assist 
(877-202- 4176) if there is a possibility that you will need 
help with transportation and arrangements. FMCA assist 
will help and pay for transportation of persons, MH’s, tow 
vehicles, pets, etc. Like most insurance, you hope you 
never need it, but if you do, it could be a great benefit.

There are many other benefits such as Roadside 
assistance at a cost of $69 per year. Check your FMCA 
magazine and FMCA online to see many more benefits.

Larry Johnson, FMCA Director

Checking Account $7,545.73
Savings Account $5,052.64

Total $12,598.37



Rally Attendees (in alphabetical order): Richard & Maureen Bouma, Curt & JoAnn Curtis, Dennis & Geri Dee, Joe & Leah Dingman, Dale & Judy 
Edwards, Steve & Donnis Hobbs, Paul & Pat Klempner, Jim & Joanne McPheters, Debbie Smith & Janet Ream, Pat & Kathy Coleman, Duncan & Nancy 
Holt, Dave & Bobbi Peterson, Dave & Marsha Taylor, John & Dottie VanDoren, Tom & Sheryl Costa, Juan Marquez & Debbie Holt, Rob & Dianne 
Wilson, Gary & Phyllis Wimberly, David & Karen Dixon, Larry, Ellen and Steve Johnson, Jim & Susan Lewis, Garold Partin & Leah Reynolds, Ken 
Stender & Nancy Marcel (soon to be Mr. & Mrs. Stender!).





Dave Taylor reported that everything was working well on 
his coach, and that Final Touch Coach Works in Valencia 
did good work for him.
 
John Van Doren replaced his ice maker but is still having 
problems. He also had a broken fuel line on his engine 
with smoke coming from the engine compartment. Fix 
was inexpensive and quick. Discussion was also held 
regarding filling fuel tanks at stations using jacks to tilt the 
coach to ensure the tank is completely full.
 
Juan Marquez, Dave Taylor and Pat Coleman discussed 
residential refrigerators and solar power requirements. 
Ken Stender, Dave Taylor and Rob Wilson talked briefly 
about the location of the water pump check valve and 
replacing a plastic valve with a metal one.
 
Curt Curtis was having trouble with his water hose not 
unwinding on his coach. Rob mentioned a spring that 
may be in there. Others said they don’t unwind their hose 
at all and just connect another hose to the one on the 
reel.
 
Members discussed the best sequence for deploying 
slide outs with different approaches used successfully 
without adverse effects. Opinions on tire pressure 
monitoring systems also varied.
 
Toilet issues ranged from bad fuses to slide valves 
needing lubrication. Thetford suggests lubing toilets once 
a year. Joe Dingman needs a toilet repair site in So Cal. 

Dave Dixon had a door lock problem and also discovered 
that what he thought was an out of round tire was 
actually a tire that had been mounted incorrectly.  He also 
mentioned his tranny temp seemed to get very high in 
stop and go traffic.  Pat Coleman questioned the validity 
of the gauges and has set up his own set of gauges. 
 
Pat also mentioned some 
air bag challenges he 
was having and that a 
replacement valve had 
failed and he 
recommended using 
OEM replacement 
valves. Hadley vs 
Chinese valve.

Castle Oaks Golf Club in Ione set the stage for our 
Plymouth rally golf tournament. After a great 
breakfast, six Romers turned out for a very enjoyable, 
but tough, day of golf. We had three two-man teams in 
competition, with four individual competitions. Even 
though the course was long and very challenging, the 
scramble format allowed everyone to have a fun day, 
while still contributing to the team event.

Although the teams essentially had equal handicaps, 
Team # 1 ham-and-egged it to come in with a 80; 
Team #2 edged Team #3 for second place by five 
strokes. The teams all did well on the front nine, but 
the back nine tested the mettle of all teams. The 
winning team was composed of Curt Curtis and Joe 
Dingman. Team #2 was composed of Dave Dixon and 
Garold Partin, with Team #3 made up of our 
Wagonmaster, Paul Klempner and Jim Lewis.

We had two closest-to-the–pin holes (# 11 & 16) and 
one longest drive hole (#7). Nobody even made the 
green on Hole # 11 but Joe Dingman was closest-to-
the–pin on hole # 16 and the longest drive on hole # 7. 
We had hoped to have a few women golfers, so we 
had arranged for a longest drive for them on hole #12. 
Our Wagonmaster had a good drive on that hole and 
wanted credit; we gave him the dreaded “chicken” for 
claiming longest drive by a woman.

A great time was had by all, enjoying both the game 
and the friendship.  Everyone is looking forward to the 
next competition. We hope more Romers can join us 
at future rallies. The primary objective is for the 
participants to have fun, regardless of skill level. 

Tech Talk with Jim McPheters

Golfers Jim, Paul, Garold, Dave, Joe and Curt.



Volunteers are the heart of our club and no one 
has worked harder and longer to keep our 

membership in order than our own Rob Crow. 
Rob has been keeping our membership list in  

accurate order for the past 19 years! We are so 
grateful for his years of service and we 

appreciate his skills each time we reach for the 
membership directory and find exactly what we 
need. I like to keep one copy of the directory at 
home and one in the coach for ready access. 

Visually the list is easy to scan and the listings 
have been kept current and and accurate with 

his uncanny eye for detail.

Thank you Rob for your valuable contribution! 

Rob Crow, 
Membership Chair
for 19 years!

It’s always difficult to say a final goodbye to a 
dedicated long-term Romer like John Roan, who 
passed away on 
July 8. John was a 
past president of 
Romers and 
continued to join 
us at rallies after 
his wife Goldie 
passed away. He 
enjoyed the 
camaraderie of 
fellow campers 
and drove his rig 
north to McKenzie 
Bridge, Oregon each summer to enjoy the  
supportive community of friends there. We will all 
miss you John. 

So many well wishes are extended to our Romer 
members. George 
and Linda 
McKiernan were 
hospitalized for 
different reasons 
and both are now 
much better. Judy 
Hayes (update) is well and she and Howard are 
traveling full time in their m/h. Don Strelic just 
recently had surgery and is doing well. 

Darline Bjornestad 
had a health scare 
on the road this 
summer and is in re-
hab to adjust to a 
new pacemaker. 
Knud & Darline 
appreciated the 
comforting help of 
Jim & Susan Lewis, 
and fellow Romers 

Debbie Smith and Janet Ream, who drove Knud’s 
Monaco from Oregon back to Arizona. 

Good wishes to Tom Getzfrid as he is undergoing 
radiation for prostate cancer. Also a card was sent 
to Rob Crow thanking him for his many, many years 
as membership chair.  Please contact me at 
jocurtis@verizon.net. or 805/441-6345 for any 
Sunshine info.  

Thank you. 
JoAnn Curtis, Sunshine & Flowers     
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MONACO ROMERS
General Business Meeting Minutes
Pinot, Port, Plymouth, Placerville and Pie

September 26, 2018

Prior to the opening of the meeting, Web Master, Pat Coleman, presented a review of the new Monaco 
Romers’ Web site and answered questions.  The new site address is, www.monacoromers.club.   Pat was 
thanked for all the work that he did to get all of the information transferred and updated to the new site.

The meeting was called to order by President, Stephen Hobbs at 4:15 p.m.

Rob Wilson led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance and John VanDoren gave the Invocation.

The minutes were approved as presented in the Newsletter.

In the absence of the Treasurer, President Stephen gave the Treasurer’s Report.  He stated that the balance 
in the checking account is $7,545.73 and in the savings, $5,052.64 for a total of $12,598.37.  He noted that 
60 cents had been earned in interest.  Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented and to 
file it for audit.

Duncan Holt thanked the current rally masters, Pat & Paul Klempner, Judy & Dale Edwards and Joanne & 
Jim McPheters, for all their hard work.  He asked Susan Lewis to report on the January, 2019 Indio rally.  

Susan stated that the registration form for the FMCA Indio rally is on their web site and in the FMCA 
magazine.  The dates are January 9-13 but Monaco Romers can come in the Sunday before on January 6th.  
The Romers’ application is on the Romer web site.  She indicated the sites are 30 amp only so be sure and 
come with water tank full and black and grey water tanks empty.  Once again Romers are driving the 
courtesy golf carts and Susan sent around a sign-up sheet for those attending and willing to drive a cart.  
The shifts are approximately 3 hours.  She also noted they have a parade during the rally and shared ideas 
for the Romers to participate.  The theme of the rally and parade being “Once Upon A Time.”  
Wagonmasters are Jim & Susan Lewis, Rob & Dianne Wilson and Bob & Carolyn Bulot.  

Duncan gave information on the Temecula Valley Rally since Wagonmasters Joann Bush & Bill Beckley 
and Don & Layne Strelic were not at this rally.  The rally is scheduled for May 20-24, 2019 in the Pala 
Casino RV Resort.  He also indicated they were considering an all day pre-rally wine tour on Sunday, May 
19th at a cost of $120 each.  Duncan handed out a preliminary brochure about the rally.  

Duncan also reported on the rally scheduled for September 10-14, 2019 at the Wild Horse Resort in 
Pendleton, Oregon with Wagonmasters George & Linda McKiernan and Bill & G’Nell DeLack.  This is 
during the Pendleton Round-up and a brochure was handed out.

Susan also gave information on tickets for the Grass Valley Draft Horse event on September 18-23, 2019 

http://www.monacoromers.club


that could be attended on the way home from Oregon if interested.  Tickets must be ordered early in April.  
Susan would be willing to purchase the tickets if you send in your check for tickets at $85 each prior to 
April.  Duncan reminded everyone that he is looking for volunteers as Wagonmasters for the 2020 rallies.

FMCA Director, Larry, gave his report.  He attended the Monaco International pre-rally on July 11th and 
the 98th FMCA International Convention beginning July 18th in Gillette, Wyoming.  There were 1,743 
RV’s attending the rally of which 217 were commercial and 497 were first timers.  Eight Monaco Romer 
members attended the rallies.  Larry also talked about the reduced membership.  There are 355 chapters, 
down from 427 in 2014 and current membership is 76,700 from a peak of 129,000 in 2004.  There is a 
great need to increase membership.  He also discussed the many FMCA benefits especially commenting on 
FMCA ASSIST since our Romer members Knud & Darline Bjornestad used the benefit this year.  He 
noted the many Rallies coming in 2019 including the FMCA Western Area Rally in Indio on January 6-13, 
and the Monaco International Rally in Las Vegas April 11-14.  

Nancy gave a report on her first Newsletter and was thanked for all her great work.

Stephen read a letter of resignation from Rob Crow, Membership. In his letter he noted that he had been 
doing this job since 1999. Stephen asked for volunteers to fill this position and Marsha Taylor indicated 
she would be willing to do the job.  

JoAnn Curtis gave the Sunshine Lady report.  She is passing around cards to be signed by the members.

President Stephen brought forward a recommendation from the board with regard to clarification of Rule 
#3 on our Standing Rules. He noted that there was still some confusion with regard to the $1500 stipend 
given to the Wagonmaster planning a rally and if that stipend is spent with each rally, the balance in our 
treasury would soon be depleted.  For clarification he read the Rule as it now stands:     
Rule # 3 currently reads, “Wagonmasters shall make their rallies self-supporting, if possible.  The $1500 
stipend that is available for each rally is supposed to be spent.  Any excess rally funds shall be returned to 
the Monaco Romers’ Treasurer at the completion of the rally.”

It is the board recommendation to change the wording as follows:  “Wagonmaster shall make their 
rallies self-supporting, if possible.  The $1500 advance that is available for each rally is intended to be 
used for any expenses incurred prior to receipt of rally receipts.  Any excess rally funds shall be 
returned to the Monaco Romers Treasurer at the completion of the rally.” Upon motion made by 
Susan Lewis, on the above board recommendation, and seconded by Dennis Dee, the motion passed.

Stephen took this time to thank all the members that helped with the bar and a special thank you to our 
head bartender, Rob Wilson. Stephen also thanked Jim McPheters for his very helpful tech talk and again 
thanked all the rally planners for their hard work.
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Maureen Bouma, Secretary  




